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The BWCA is 1.2
million acres, and 20%
of it is fresh water!

= BOUNDARY =
~ WATERS ~

Every year 250,000
people visit the
Boundary Waters. j
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THE HISTORY OF THE BOUNDARY WATERS
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THE FIGHT WAS LED BY ORDINARY CITIZENS



We protect the wilderness through
advocacy and conservation.




We connect students from all backgrounds to the
wonders of the Boundary Waters.
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e o : work to ensure that these communities
g Y L thrive and support the wilderness.
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The Problem: the BWCA is Highly Sensitive to Water Pollution

BWCA Sensitivity to Pollution
e Glaciers exposed bedrock, leaving few glacial deposits.
e Limited aquifers result in faster movement of polluted water to
streams and lakes.
e Low acid buffering capacity due to lack of carbonate minerals.
e Streams and lakes are “soft water” with low alkalinity, reducing the
ability toineutralize acid and metals.




SULFIDE MINING IN NORTHEAST MINNESOTA
TWO MINES, ONE THREAT
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i PolyMet Mine Site.






NATIVE COPPER ORE

DISSEMINATED
COPPER ORE
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ACID MINE DRAINAGE
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LITIGATION

Fighting for clean
water in the courts

LEGISLATION

Enacting laws that
protect
Minnesotans and
our clean water

CITIZEN ACTION

Engaging
grassroots action to
inform and pressure
government leaders
to protect
Minnesotans and
our clean water
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POLITICAL ACTION

Electing
Boundary Waters
champions
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Protections Against BWCA Water Pollution

International: 1909 Boundary Waters Treaty and formation of the
International Joint Commission

Tribal: 1854 Treaty

Federal: Wilderness Act of 1978, SNF Mineral Withdrawal under
FLPMA, Administrative Actions regarding Twin Metals’ Leases

State: Delegated Authority to Administer CWA, Impaired Waters List
(“303(d) list”), TMDL reports, WRAPS reports, Environmental Review,
NPDES and SDS Permitting
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e Established the International Joint Com ssion, which manages
transnational issues involving water along the U.S.-Canada Border

e Article IV of the Treaty provides that the “boundary waters and waters
flowing across the boundary shall not be polluted on either side to the
injury of health or property on the other.”
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Tribal BWCA Water Protections: 1854 Treaty and Ceded Territory

1854 Treaty of La Pointe

e Treaty between the U.S. and the Chippewas of Lake Superior.

e Ceded large area of NE Minnesota, including most of the Rainy River
Watershed and the BWCA.

e Reserved "usufructuary rights" (hunting, fishing, gathering) for the
following Ojibwe Bands:

a. Grand Portage
Boise Fort

Fond du Lac

b.
o




Red Lake
Nation Band of

7 .

Grand Portage

Lake Superior
Chippewa

TWIN METALS

POLYMET

TAMARACK TALON

g Bois Forte
Band of .
_ Chippewa
White Earth | .
Nation — .
Leech Lake Fond du Lac
Band of Ojibwe . Band of Lake <

Superior Chippewa

Mille Lacs b

Band of Ojibwe

: Shakopee Dakota communities
Upper Sioux Mdewakanton
Community Sioux Community

. ® s Prairie Island
Indian Community

Lower Sioux
Indian Community




20-YEAR
MINERAL
. WITHDRAWAL

BE. R NO MINING ON FEDERAL LAND IN
RAINY RIVER WATERSHED!






OUR WORK AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL:




WHAT IS H.R. 9787




WHY WE OPPOSE H.R. 978?




WHAT ARE WE DOING T0 STOP H.R. 978?




WHAT ARE WE DOING TO STOP H.R. 9787

Welcorme, Please CRES




OUR WORK AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL:




OUR WORK AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL:




OUR WORK AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL:




OUR WORK AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL:




PROTECTING
CLEAN WATER AT
THE GAPITOL.:

LAST LINE OF
DEFENSE VS. TRUMP




POLYMET'S SITE
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FOND DU LAC
RESERVATION

Downstream from
PolyMet




POLYMET'S DISASTROUS DAM DESIGN

Brumadinho Mine Disaster — Brazil (2019)




TWIN METALS - ANTOFAGASTA
POLYMET - GLENCORE
Talon - Rio Tinto




PROVE IT FIRST LAW

(SF 1382/HF 954)

« Common-sense protection for
all of Minnesota’s watersheds.

* Must prove that a similar mine
has operated for at least 10 years
without polluting and been closed
for at least 10 years without
polluting.

* Minnesota is not a guinea pig.

www.friends-bwca.org/prove-it-first



TAXPAYER PROTECTION i

PROTECTING MINNESOTA TAXPAYERS FROM LIABILITY n '




BAD ACTORS

BAD ACTOR BILL GLENCORE

KEEP CORRUPT COMPANIES OUT OF MINNESOTA

The Bad Actor Bill (SF 1744/HF 1197) would stop
Minnesota from issuing copper-nickel mining permits to
companies with violations of various laws.



PROVE IT FIRST SUPPORTERS
MINNESOTA SENATE
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CLEAN WATER COALITION
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SAVE THE DATE

JANUARY 7, 2026, 6PM, HYBRID

JANUARY 15, 2026, 1PM Z0OM
FEBRUARY 19, 1PM Z0OOM

FEBRUARY 25, 2026

BETSY FOY- BETSYFOY@FRIENDS-BWCA.ORG



WHAT CAN YOU DO T0 PROTECT THE BWCA

e TAKEACTION TO PROTECT CLEAN WATER AND THE BWCA. MAKE PHONE CALLS, WRITING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR IN
YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER, AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! (IN PERSON AND ONLINE)

e SIGN UP ON OUR WEBSITE TO VOLUNTEER SO YOU CAN TALK ABOUT THESE ISSUES WITH THOSE IN YOUR COMMUNITY

o WRITE AN EMAIL/LETTER OR GIVE A PHONE CALL TO YOUR STATE ELECTED OFFICIAL TELLING THEM WHY THE BOUNDARY
WATERS ARE IMPORTANT TO YOU. THEY WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
FIND THEM AT: HTTPS://WWW.GIS.LCC.MN.GOV/IMAPS/DISTRICTS/




Steve Schultz
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